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bk Strong El Niio sets the stage for 2015-2016 winter

weather
October 15, 2015

Forecasters at NOAA’s Climate Prediction

Center issued the U.S. Winter Outlook today N U.S. Wmter OUtIOOk @

ratu

favoring cooler and wetter weather in Southern
Tier states with above-average temperatures most

»» Emergency Information likely in the West and across the Northern Tier.

for NOAA Employees This year’s El Nifio, among the strongest on
record, is expected to influence weather and

climate patterns this winter by impacting the
position of the Pacific jet stream.

Related links:
» AUDIO: News Conference

» VIDEO: Winter Outlook for
2015-2016

“A strong El Nifo is in place and should exert a
strong influence over our weather this winter,” said
Mike Halpert, deputy director, NOAA’s Climate

» EL Nifio Forecast Prediction Center. “While temperature and




/ MERCURY

INSURANCE

Are you ready for a potentially wet and stormy winter? The time to prepare
for heavy El Nino rainfall is now. Homeowners should take the necessary
precautions to minimize property damage, and Mercury Insurance has compiled

a checklist to help ensure you've got everything covered. Remember, while you
can't control the weather, you can prepare for it.
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Nunes Blog

No April Fool's Day Joke: Westside Gets 5% Allocation

Washington, April 1, 2016 | 0 comments
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Cumulative Daily/Monthly Precipitation (inches)

North Sierra Precipitation: 8-Station Index, May 17, 2016

Oct 1

MSC - Mount Shasta City

; QRD - Quincy
A BCM - Brush Creek

“/)ﬂ?
. /SRR - Sierraville RS

:,‘%/SHA Shasta Dam
) \/MNR Mineral

T

Percent of Average for this Date: 119%

1982-1983 (wettest)

Nov 1

Water Year (October 1 - September 30)

88.5
/BYM Blue Canyon > ‘1997-1998
9 ‘4'/PCF Pacific House h s — 824
Current Daily Precip: 55.
Average (1922-1998) 50.0
2014-2015 Daily Precip 372
1976-1977(2nd driest & driest thru Aug) 19.0
— —
Dec1 Jan1 Feb1 Mar1 Apr1 May1 Jun1 Jul1 Aug1 Sep1 Oct1

Total Water Year Precipitation
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Delta Outflow and Export
2015 vs 2016 (Jan1-May9)
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(12% of Delta Inflow)

T. Boardman, SLDMWA
5/10/2016
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Delta Ecosystem Management

Control Panel 1970-to date







2016 - Dr. Cliff Dahm reporting “take home messages” from the
Delta ISB’s “Flows and Fishes in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta”
report before the State Water Board:

“The first one is that moving forward, we
really need to focus more on cause and
effect relationships, not just correlations,

because correlations can sometimes be
spurious,”




2006 - Review Panel Report: San Francisco Estuary Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta Interagency Ecological Program on Pelagic Organism
Decline:

“More generally, in using historical data to infer the effect
of an environmental variable on a biological population, it
is important to go beyond simply attempting to establish a
correlation between the environmental variable and
abundance. Instead, inference should be based on an
understanding of the direct effect of the environmental
variable on population dynamics (e.g., on one or more vital
rates) and how this direct effect would be reflected in
abundance.




1996 — The Interagency Ecological Program (IEP) and U.S. Geological
Service regarding the “so-called fish-X2 relationships”:

e |[EP: “However, the salinity standard [X2] is a rather crude management
tool. More precise influence on these species in terms of quantity or
timing of outflow would be desirable for efficient management. In
addition, the potential influence of alternative or complementary
management actions is difficult to determine from these relationships”

* USGS: “Significant scientific uncertainty remains, however, about the
specific linkages between salinity and fish species abundance and about
how the aquatic ecosystem within the Delta and Suisun Bay might respond
to changes in water flow management. Information is also needed about
the relationships between river flow and,...,the effects of contaminants
both in the water, and associated with suspended and bottom sediments.”




2009 Delta Reform Act and Plan

*Calls for “comprehensive planning”:

*Restore “large” areas of interconnected
habitats;

* Establish migratory corridors;

* Reduce harm by invasive species;
e Restore Delta flows and channels;
*Improve water quality.

*  Water Code 85302(e)



FAILURE IS SIMPLY
THE OPPORTUNITY

T0 BEGIN AGAIN,

THIS TIME MORE INTELLIGENTLY.







Key Improvements Going Forward:

* Evaluate the current regulatory regime;
*|ntegrate scientific efforts;
* Enhance science connections;

*|mprove monitoring, timely analysis of data, and
synthesis of research;

*TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT!
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4 IN 5 AMERIGANS

SUPPORT RAISING THE FEDERAL MINIMUM WAGE

70 510.10 AN HOUR

M

NOW IT'S TIME FOR CONGRESS T0 ACT.
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Thank you for this opportunity

Contact Information

Ara Azhderian
Water Policy Administrator
San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water Authority
ara.azhderian@sldmwa.org

(209) 826-9696

Po Box 2157
Los Banos, CA 93635
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