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Mountain Counties
WATER RESOURCES ASSOCIATION

Leadership, Advocacy, Education

Water Interests of 68 Members

In all or a portion of 16 of the 58
Counties in California




Major Tributaries of the
Sacramento-San Joaquin River

Upper Sacramento River

Cottonwood Creek

Thomes Creek

Ruilards Bar Resssvoir
gelbnght Lake

Camp Far West Lake
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— Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers

Other Major Rivers and Streams
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Organization/ Committees

Board of Directors — Meet Bi-Monthly

Governance Committee

Legislative and Governmental Affairs Committee
Technical Advisory Committee

Integrated Regional Water Management Committee

° ®4



< Americ

% Associa

% Californi
- Sierra Water Work GrouW

< American Council of Engineer;i Com};)anles

& Forestferwc Dlstrlct Ranger Qonfer{ﬁ%‘é* '

bw Delta

»

e SR e

s Munici

- -

SMOWR
me i




» Department of Water Resources - Water Plan Update, 2018,
Public Advisory Committee (PAC)
» California Water Commission - Water Storage Investment Program (WSIP)
Stakeholder Advisory Committee (SAC)
» Department of Water Resources - Urban Stakeholder Committee (USC)
» Governor’s Office of Planning and Research - Sierra Region Land Use/Water &
Rural Community Planning Committee
» Senator Jim Nielsen Water Working Group

Representing the Region










Mark Cowin, Director, DWR
Felicia Marcus, Chair, SWRCB
Randy Forini, Chair, Delta

Stewardship Council









Activities /Statistics

EVENTS / WORKSHOPS / EXECUTIVE BRIEFINGS / TOURS

Total Attendees Presenters
Events 17 1,570 134
Workshops and 12 325 26
Executive Briefings
Tours 12 266
TOTAL 41 2,161 160

PROGRAM SPONSORS/UNDERWRITTEN: $50,985.38
MCWRA WEBSITE SUBSCRIBERS: 355
MCWRA WEBSITE WEBPOSTS: 426
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Upcoming Events

» Legacy of Flint, Michigan — Last week of March

» Mountain Counties Supervisors / Delta and Valley County
Supervisors - October

» Congressman Doug LaMalfa and CA Legislators — Feb/March
» Southern California taking pressure of Northern California

» Rice University Student Tour — March 13-15

» The Delta — Then and Now — April

» MCWRA Board Delta and Southern California tour - June

» Members Helping Members Technology Symposiums (2)
April-May

Planning

July-Sept — None Stage
Nov-Dec - None
[ )
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Water storage

Time for more
water storage

John Klngsbury Executive Director of the Mountain Counties Water Resources Associafion in the US
explains why it is time for more water storage to help pave the way for a prosperous future in e
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The Mourttzin Counties Area consists of approximatisly 41,000km2 within 16 of the state’s 58
courties. 1t indudss eight Netional Foreet unis, three National Parks, ten major watershed arsas
and accounts for about 25% of all natural runoff in Calfomia, over half of al snowmnelt runoff in the
State, and 40% of the state's developed water supply, mare then from any other sngle source. This
total incraases to more than 60% of the state's developad water supply when combinad with other
water from sourcas within the entie Siema Nevada. The lamger Siema Nevada Aegion s the souta

of water for 23M Calfornians
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Assemblywoman Marie Waldron
350 W 5th Ave, Ste 110
Escondido, CA 92025

Re: Support for Assembly Bill 2438

Dear Assemblywoman Waldron:

be\’\a“ of
| am writing on behalf of the Mountain Counties Water source@Rs%g@tiUh
support for AB 2438, important legislation that will expedite expa
facilities to be used by agriculture, industry and public agencies.

to voice our strong

ocal recycled water conveyance

ies
nrain count®
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The Honorable Susan Talamantes Eggman
Chair, Assembly Local Government Committee
State Capitol, Room 3173

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SB 1298 (Hertzberg) Local Government: Fees and Charges — OPPOSE
Dear Assembly Member Eggman

On behalf of Mountain Counties Water Resources Association, | am writing to express our opposition to SB
1298 (Hertzberg), which seeks to address Proposition 218 issues related to stormwater management,
conservation-based rates and lifeline rates.

®15
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URBAN WATER /\/\

INSTITUTE, INC.

A Non-Profit Ospesization Mountain Counties

WATER RESOURCES ASSOCIATION
October 21, 2018

Ms. Felicia Marcus

State Water Resources Control Board
P.O. Box 100

Sacramento, CA 95812

The Urban Water Institute is a non-profit organization founded in 1993 to further the interest of the water
community. The Institute is non-partisan and our mission is to conduct conferences to educate the urban
water community on key and current urban water policy issues.

The Mountain Counties Water Resources Association (MCWRA) advocates for the water interests of its
members in all or a portion of 16 counties from the southern tip of Lassen County down to Fresno County.

Long-term water use efficiency in California is a pertinent issue to urban and rural areas alike. At the Urban
Water Institute’s Annual Conference in August of this year, we held a session with approximately 150
attendees from urban and rural interests from stakeholders across the State. Enclosed for your consideration
are recommended policy principles for long-term water use efficiency in California.

Please contact our Executive Director, Jim Noyes at (626) 429-4881 or jnoyes66@aol.com, if you have any
questions.

Thank you,
W A 4
. 3 / l “,&_,- ’
Jim Noyes John Kingsbury
Executive Director Executive Director
Urban Water Institute Mountain Counties Water Resources Association

cc: Dorene D’Adamo, Tam Doduc, Steven Moore, Francis Spivy-Weber
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March 9, 2016

The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
Governor of California

State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Brown:

We appreciate the opportunity to bring to your attention the role that biomass facilities play in
maintaining healthy forests and therefore sustaining a healthy watershed.

The waters of our great state begin in the mountains. Whether it falls initially as snow or rain,
the millions of tiny creeks that permeate our mountains and foothills eventually combine to form
our great rivers, upon which nearly every Californian relies. This same precipitation also finds
its way underground, where gravity and geology determine its role in the hydrologic cycle

California depends upon. ®18



January 29, 2016
Mr. Campbell Ingram, Executive Director
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Conservancy
1450 Halyard Drive, Suite 6
West Sacramento, California 95691

SUBJECT: Letter of Support for the Port of Stockton/Ad-Hoc Water Hyacinth Committee’s BIOFUEL
Demonstration Project Grant Application

Dear Campbell Ingram:

At their January 22, 2016 meeting, the Mountain Counties Water Resources Association (MCWRA) Board of
Directors authorized this “Letter of Support” for the Port of Stockton/Ad-Hoc Water Hyacinth Committee’s
BIOFUEL Demonstration Project Grant Application........

= - Ty

o R Tl

® v -

T . %
Sincerely,

- )
John Kingsbury, Executiv&irector
Mountain Counties Water Resources Association

c: Paul Koelher, Vice President, Pacific Ethanol Inc. 3]

-Jeff Wingfield. Director of Environmental, Government & Public Affairs, Port of Stockton

Roger Patterson, Assistant General Manager, Metropolitan Water District of Southern > =
California - -

-

Mark Cowin, Director, Department of Water Resources
Chuck Bonham,&)irector, Department of Fish & Wildlife
Randy Forini, Chair, Delta Stewardship Council

Felicia Marcus, Chair, State Water Resources Control Board 19
Board of Directors, Mountain Counties Water Resources Association



Drought, Permanent Conservation, the
Delta, Tunnels, Bay- Delta Flow Objectives,
Climate Warming, Watershed Health,
Sustamable Groundwater Mana pement




AND, let’s not forget about these
significant regulatory challenges:

» Water Right Curtailments .

» Wild & Scenic River Designations

» Dismantling the historical Water Rights system
» Eroding Area-of-Origin Assurances

» Environmental and Regulatory Overreach

’
“Take the Drought Pledge and Stop New Dams”
- Friends of the River -

02]
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Watershed Health

» Overstocked

» Mega-fires like the Rim, King,
Butte, and other fires

» Hydrology changes - high
Intensity fires

» Massive amounts of sediment
clog waterways, degrade
water quality, Impact reservoir
storage

» Degrade ecosystem/wildlife
habitat

° ®23




Folsom Lake, 2014

Drought

» Nature’s Drought Cycle
» Regulatory Drought New Melones, 2014
» Or both? 2




Ry
3 2= £
ey




ermanent Conservation

Mandated urban conservation does not equal
water use efficiency. Brown lawns are not a
sign of efficiency, they are a sign of rationing

Protecting the water in this region

. Water efficiency should focus on reducing waste, not restricting use”.26



Water Wasted to the Sea

 San Luis Reservoir — 2,041,000 A/F
11 Percent Capacity

August 2015 439,175 AIF
August 2016 228,345 AIF

California Natural Resources Agency called for allowing
between 85,000 and 200,000 acre-feet of extra water to
wash out to sea this summer to bolster smelt habitat.

“Delta Smelt Resiliency Strategy”

° e2/



our Problems e e

» Seismic risk

» Endangered species
» Pumping impacts on energy and flsh

» Sea level rise — levee pressure and flooding
» Subsidence and Carbon off-gassing

» Non-native invasive species

» Water quality issues (salt, pesticides, nitrogen,
etc., etc.)

» Inefficient for water conveyance

e 28



Bay-Delta Water Quality
Control Plan

Improve habitat and provide flows that support native
species and not non-native fish

Tributary inflows of from 35 percent to 75 percent of
“‘unimpaired flow” is analyzed in the Report

State Water Resources Control Board

Unimpaired flow is the total volume of water that would flow
past a particular point of interest if no diversions (impairments)
were taking place in the watershed above that point

° e 29




California’s Warming
Climate and Environment

* Increased persistence of droughts

« Sea Level Rise / Salt Intrusion - X2

* Higher water demands from higher temperatures
Shifting snow to rain events

Warmer water temps in streams and reservoirs
 Increased flood flows and flood frequencies

« Longer, more intense fire seasons

« Population — Vehicles

* |ncreased asphalt, cement, plastic grass

° ® 30




What Needs to Happen for
California and its future

1. Water Purveyors Must Have a Unified Voice

2. Support from County Supervisors/State
_egislators

3. Focus the discussion and take action to
oring balance to water for all uses




What Needs to Happen for

California and its future
> Fix the Forest

> Advance the stewardship in the my part

watersheds and headwaters N the State

» Fix the Delta — (Stressors)
» Inefficient water conveyance system
» Pumping impacts on energy and fish
» Endangered species
» Invasive plants
» Water quality issues
»Subsidence




What Needs to Happen for
California and its future

» Reduce Water Demand

» Improve water use efficiency practices and technology
» Provide incentives
» Education

> Recover and Increase surface water storage |

» Upstream and downstream
» Dredging and raising existing reservoirs

» Apply Co-Equal Goals to all of California ==
» Re-operations, Conjunctive uses, Water Transfers

» Optimize recycling, groundwater injection, stormwater
capture, groundwater banking, and desalination

» Operational and Regulatory Certanity
» Protect water rights and priority system 033
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Mountain Counties

WATER RESOURCES ASSOCIATION

Know the Issues - Have the Vision
Build the Relationships

v Regional and Statewide Leadership
v Regional and Statewide Advocacy
v' Regional and Statewide Education
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