


• PRD Governor’s Water Action Plan &  

CA Water Plan Update 2013 (Oct 2013) 

• State Drought Task Force Established (Dec 2013) 

• Governor’s Drought Proclamation & 

Water Action Plan (Jan 2014) 

• Drought Emergency 

Funding (March) 

• Groundwater 

 Legislation (Sept) 

• CA Water Plan 2013 

(Oct 2014) 



Reliability -- 
more reliable water supplies 
for 
our farms & communities 

  
Restoration – 
restoring important 
wildlife habitat & species  

 
Resilience -- 
more resilient, sustainably 
managed water systems 
& environment (supply, 
quality, flood protection & 
ecosystems)  



A Diverse Water Portfolio of 10 Priority Actions  

1. Make conservation a California way of life 
2. Increase regional self-reliance and integrated water  
     management across all levels of government 
3. Achieve the co-equal goals for the Delta 
4. Protect and restore important ecosystems  
5. Manage and prepare for dry periods  
6. Expand water storage capacity and 
     improve groundwater management  
7. Provide safe water for all communities 
8. Increase flood protection 
9. Increase operational and regulatory efficiency 
10. Identify sustainable and integrated financing 
opportunities 
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First published in 1957 as Bulletin 3 

Water Code requires DWR to update 
Water Plan every 5 years –  
updated 10 times (Bulletin 160) 

Strong nexus with Governor’s 
Water Action Plan 

Tool for guiding investment priorities and 
legislative action 

Update 2013 lays out recommendations 
 -- no mandates or appropriations 

 

 

 

 



 

 Roadmap for Action  

17 Objectives & 350+ Actions 

 30 Resource Management Strategies 

 12 Regional Reports 

 Water Portfolios & Balances 

 Future Scenarios & Responses 

 Reference & Technical Guides 



 

 



Core Messages 
 
Why We Should Care 
 
What We Should Do 
 
How We Should Invest in IWM 
 
What We Must Know 
 
What Happens If We Delay 
 
The Path Forward 
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     Reduce flood risk  

Statewide .   

   Provide safe drinking  

water.   

   Improve water quality    

for fisheries and  

recreation.   

   Clean, safe water  

supplies.   

   Enhance Bay - Delta  

ecosystem .   

   Restore terrestrial and  

aquatic habitats .   

   Improve  watershed   

management .   

   Raise awareness and  

increase stewardship .   

   Enhance State  

economic output .   

   Contribute to job  

creation and security .   

   Promote food  

production security .   

   Provide stable funding  

for infrastructure .   



Greater Drought Impacts - Unreliable 
Water Supplies 

Increasing Flood Risk 

Groundwater Depletion and Subsidence 

Degraded Water Quality  

Declining Environmental Conditions 

Aging Infrastructure  
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Commit to Integrated Water Management 
Strengthen Government Agency Alignment 
Invest in Innovation and Infrastructure 
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Expediting and reducing the cost of 
implementation through: 
 

Principles for improving alignment 
 

Actions for Aligning Government 
Agencies 
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Shared Values For Guiding State Investment 
 

Attributes of Future Finance Strategies 

Actions for Developing State Finance Strategies 

Menu of Funding and Finance Alternatives 
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Mil. 



Droughts and 
floods are 
inevitable in 
California, but 
drought and 
flood impacts 
don’t have to be. 
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Objective 1 – Strengthen IRWM 

Objective 2 – Use and Reuse Water More Efficiently 

Objective 3 – Expand Conjunctive Management of Multiple Supplies  

Objective 4 – Protect and Restore Surface Water and Groundwater Quality 

Objective 5 – Practice Environmental Stewardship 

Objective 6 – Improve Flood Management Using an IWM Approach 

Objective 7 – Manage the Delta to Achieve the Coequal Goals for California 

Objective 8 – Prepare Prevention, Response, and Recovery Plans 

Objective 9 – Reduce the Carbon Footprint of Water Systems and Water Uses 

Objective 10 – Improve Data, Analysis, and Decision-Support Tools 

Objective 11 – Invest in Water Technology and Science 

Objective 12 – Strengthen Tribal/State Relations & Natural Resources Mgmt 

Objective 13 – Ensure Equitable Distribution of Benefits 

Objective 14 – Protect & Enhance Public Access to State’s Waterways, Lakes, and 
Beaches 

Objective 15 - Strengthen Alignment of Land Use Planning and IWM 

Objective 16 - Strengthen Alignment of Government Processes and Tools 

Objective 17 - Improve IWM Finance Strategy and Investments 
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8 Related Actions to: 

Develop Strategic Plan for IRWM 

Encourage & support RWM groups 

Improve IRWM processes to 
encourage broad participation 
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5 Related Actions to: 

Advance IWM through government alignment  

Use collaborative & outcome-based approach 
to set consistent/aligned water polices & regs 

Convene regulatory working groups to 
improve/streamline permitting of IWM 
projects. 
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Tools for Diversifying Regional Water Portfolios
Reduce Water Demand 

Agricultural Water Use Efficiency 
Urban Water Use Efficiency 

 
Improve Operational Efficiency & 

Transfers 
Conveyance – Delta 
Conveyance – Regional / Local 
System Reoperation 
Water Transfers 

 
Increase Water Supply 

Conjunctive Management & 
Groundwater Storage 
Desalination (Brackish & Sea Water) 
Precipitation Enhancement 
Municipal Recycled Water 
Surface Storage – CALFED 
Surface Storage – Regional / Local 

 

Improve Flood Management 
Flood Management 

** New for Update 2013 

Improve Water Quality 
Drinking Water Treatment & 
Distribution 
Groundwater / Aquifer Remediation 
Matching Quality to Use 
Pollution Prevention 
Salt & Salinity Management 
Urban Stormwater Runoff 
Management 

Practice Resource Stewardship 
Agricultural Land Stewardship 
Ecosystem Restoration 
Forest Management 
Land Use Planning & Management 
Recharge Area Protection 
Sediment Management ** 
Watershed Management 

People & Water  
Economic Incentives 
    (Loans, Grants & Water Pricing)  
Outreach & Engagement ** 
Water & Culture ** 
Water-Dependent Recreation 



32 

Forest Management RMS 
 

Includes meadow restoration, 
vegetation management, fire/fuels, 
road improvement & removal, riparian 
forests, and urban forests 

26 Recommendations addressing: 
Monitoring & research, 
coordination, regulatory 
requirements and addressing 
commercial-scale marijuana 
cultivation 
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Watershed Management RMS 
 

Includes managing at the watershed 
level, altered hydrologic cycles, altered 
nutrient cycles, fire & water, and climate 
change 

26 Recommendations addressing: 
Track & report watershed changes, 
support adaptive management, align 
agency goals, and use watershed 
approach 
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Water-Dependent Recreation RMS 
 

Includes recreation opportunities, 
importance of recreation facilities, 
water managers’ role in recreation 
planning, and health, social, & economic 
benefits 

77 Recommendations addressing: 
Lack of funding, natural resources 
degradation, invasive species 
impacts, WQ impacts & changes, 
and agency coordination 
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Visit the Water Plan Web 
Portal 
www.waterplan.water.ca.gov  

 Subscribe to Water Plan eNews  

        a weekly electronic newsletter 

www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/enews   

http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/
http://www.waterplan.water.ca.gov/enews

