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Mike Hardesty, general manager of Reclamation District #2068, called it notable that diverse 
interests agree a different approach is needed. “The importance of developing an equitable and 
workable Delta Plan requires the difficult task of setting aside our long-term fundamental and 
seemingly intractable differences to focus and agree that the current approach of the draft Delta 
Plan is taking the state in the wrong direction,” Hardesty said. 
 
John Woodling, executive director of the Regional Water Authority, urged a more collaborative 
approach to the Delta Plan. “Resolving the Delta crisis is going to take collaborative engagement 
from water users throughout the state, yet the onerous requirements proposed in the draft Delta 
Plan will drive people away from being a part of the solution,” Woodling said. “No one benefits 
if the council doesn’t get this right.”  
 
Rich Atwater, executive director of the Southern California Water Committee, said the 
sustainability of California’s economy depends on investing in long-term Delta solutions. 
“Accomplishing the co-equal goals of water supply reliability and ecosystem restoration is the 
path forward, but it can only happen through a collaborative process that respects local and 
regional efforts and keeps all parties engaged,” Atwater said. 
 
Tom Nassif, president and CEO of Western Growers, said there is much at stake in the Delta 
Plan process for California agriculture. “Resolving Delta problems is critical to our water 
supplies and critical to our future. We have to make sure this process succeeds if agriculture is to 
remain strong in California.” 
 
Signatories to the letter included representatives of ACWA, Northern California Water 
Association, State & Federal Contractors Water Agency, San Joaquin River Group Authority, 
Friant Water Authority, Mountain Counties Water Resources Association, California Chamber of 
Commerce, California Farm Bureau Federation, Western Growers, Regional Council of Rural 
Counties, Solano County, Southern California Water Committee, California Building Industry 
Association, California Business Properties Association and the California Latino Water 
Coalition. 
  
The letter is available at www.acwa.com. 
 
Additional contact information: 
 

Mike Hardesty, Reclamation District #2068, 707-678-5412 
John Woodling, Regional Water Authority, 916-967-7692 
Tom Nassif, Western Growers, 916-446-1435 
Rich Atwater, Southern California Water Committee, 818-760-2121 

 
 

ACWA is a statewide association of public agencies whose 440 members are responsible for 
about 90% of the water delivered in California. For more information, visit www.acwa.com. 
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