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NID Urges Customers to  
Reduce Water Use by 36% 
 
 GRASS VALLEY –  To meet regulations handed down by the State Water Board, 

the Nevada Irrigation District is asking residential water users - about 44,700 people in 

Nevada and Placer counties -  to reduce their water usage by 36 percent (from 2013 

levels). 

 “Our customers did a really good job last year, saving 16 percent,” NID Water 

Operations Manager Chip Close said at Wednesday’s (May 13) meeting of the NID 

Board of Directors.  “If we can conserve that much again this year, we’ll be close to the 

target.” 

 The Water Board’s strict emergency conservation measures, issued May 5, come as 

California endures a fourth year of drought.  The measures include fines for water 

wasters and fines for water suppliers who do not meet conservation targets. 

 Close said NID is monitoring and reporting its water usage to the state and plans to 

step up its public outreach efforts to promote water conservation as opposed to using 

heavy handed fines. 



 Although the 2014/15 precipitation season has brought 69 percent of average 

precipitation to NID mountain watershed, much of the precipitation fell early in the 

season, and fell as rain rather than snow.  The May 1 snowpack was the lowest on 

record at just 5 percent of average. 

 “We rely on the snowpack,” said Close.  “This has been a rain-driven year.  Without 

the snowpack our water supply curve is trending down much earlier than usual.” 

 Meanwhile, the United States Drought Monitor has placed the entire Northern Sierra 

region in the exceptional drought category, the most serious category, which extends 

through much of the state. 

 NID’s 5,600 irrigation water customers are not facing the same state mandated 

restrictions as treated water users but are encouraged to reduce water usage as much 

as possible.  Close said the district has received reduction commitments of nearly 3,000 

acre-feet from irrigation water users already this year. 

 In an average year, NID carries over about 150,000 acre-feet of water for the next 

year. This year, with increased conservation and purchases of additional water from the 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company, NID is aiming for at least 111,000 acre-feet of 

carryover storage for 2016. 

 NID’s ability to store additional water in its reservoirs is also being affected by the 

Water Board’s May 1 curtailment order that prohibits post-1914 “junior” water right 

holders from diverting water from streams and rivers.  NID holds numerous post-1914 

water rights but also holds numerous pre-1914 “senior” rights, some of which are 

among the oldest in the state.  Senior water right holders have been given notice that 

they, too, may face curtailment later in the year. 

 Local water users are encouraged to visit the NID website, www.nidwater.com., for 

information and helpful links on the drought and water conservation.  
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