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*Document will inform the Delta Stewardship Councilõs Delta Plan due January 1, 2012 
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Importance of the Delta to California  

Water Supply  

Å25 million Californians  

Å3 million acres of agriculture  

Å$400 billion of annual economic activity  

 

In-Delta Land Use 

Å558,000 acres in agricultural production  

Å 64,000 acres of urban and commercial development  

 

Environment  

ÅConfluence of Californiaõs two largest watersheds  

(Sacramento River and San Joaquin River) 

ÅMore than 750 plant and animal species 

ÅMore than 40 threatened or endangered species 



Key Delta Risks 

Seismic Risk 
Bay Area Faults 

Flooding Risk 
Jones Tract (2004) 

Fishery Declines  

Delta smelt 
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Seismic Challenges  

Past and Future Seismic Events in the Bay-Delta Region 
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before 1850 



Potential for Flooding  

Jones Tract  

Levee Breach - 2004 

View of Levee Repair  

In 1997 there were 11 levee 

failures in the Delta 
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Importance to Long -term Solution  

Comprehensive ecosystem approach provides best 
opportunities to recover fisheries and assure water 
supplies 

 

Restores tens of thousands of acres of tidal marsh and 
flood plain habitat  

 

Improves Delta flows through greater operational 
flexibility  

 

Considers the many other stressors impacting fish 
populations ð predation, invasive species, pesticides, 
toxins 

 

Provides a framework to implement the plan over time  



 

ÅDelta Stewardship Council 

ÅNorth Delta Water Agency 

ÅCalifornia Farm Bureau 
Federation 

ÅContra Costa Water District  

ÅFriant  Water Authority  

ÅCa. Natural Resources Agency 

ÅDepartment of Water Resources 

ÅUS Bureau of Reclamation 

ÅUS Army Corps of Engineers 

ÅUS Fish and Wildlife Service 

ÅCA Department of Fish and Game 

ÅNational Marine Fisheries Service 

ÅState Water Resources Control Board 

    

ÅAmerican Rivers 

ÅDefenders of Wildlife  

ÅEnvironmental Defense Fund 

ÅNatural Heritage Institute  

ÅThe Bay Institute  

ÅThe Nature Conservancy 

ÅNatural Resources Defense 
Council 

ÅSanta Clara Valley Water District  

ÅKern County Water Agency 

ÅMetropolitan Water District of 
Southern California 

ÅSan Luis & Delta-Mendota Water 
Authority  

ÅMirant Energy 

ÅWestlands Water District  

ÅZone 7 Water Agency 
Public 
Water 

Agencies 
(PWA) 

Environmental 
Organizations 

Other 
Organizations 

State & 
Federal 
Agencies 
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